
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
B O A R D  OF Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

Appl ica t ion  No. 12907 of  Howard Un ive r s i t y ,  pursuant  t o  
Sub-section 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  
except ion  under Paragraph 3101.46 f o r  f u r t h e r  p roces s ing  under 
a  campus p l an  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  classroom bu i ld ing  accommodating 
a  TV and f i l m  s t u d i o  i n  an R-5-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 
2222 - 4 th  Street,  N. W . ,  (Square 3069, Lot 65 ) .  

HEARING DATF: A p r i l  11, 1979 
DECISION DATE: A p r i l  11, 1979 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  was f i l e d ,  a d v e r t i s e d  and heard 
by t h e  Eoard on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  t h e  p rope r ty  was zoned R-5-B and 
t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  paragraph of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  was 3101.46. 
By Zoning Commission Order No. 75-11, da t ed  February 1 2 ;  1976 
t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  was rezoned from R-5-B t o  SP,  and by v i r t u e  
of Zoning Commission Order No. 235, da ted  September 1 4 ,  1979, 
t h e  p rope r ty  i s  now zoned SP-2. A c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  use  
i s  pe rmi t t ed  i n  an SP-2 n i s t r i c t  a s  n s p e c i a l  except ion  i f  
approved by t h e  BZA i n  accordance w i t h  Paragraph 4101.43. The 
s t anda rds  set f o r t h .  t h e r e i n  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same a s  t h o s e  
contained i n  Paragraph 3101.46, and t h e  f i n d i n g s  and conc lus ions  
of t h e  Board would be i d e n t i c a l  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  paragraph 
appl ied .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  l o c a t e d  sou th  of Col lege 
S t r e e t ,  between 4 th  S t r e e t  and 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Old 
Freedman's Hospi ta l  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  Howard Un ive r s i t y  Campus, 
The s i t e  i s  p r e s e n t l y  developed w i t h  t i  gra;rscc? area tvo  
t r a i 2 e r s .  ?here  i s  an a s p h a l t  driveway t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  
s i te .  Old Freedman's F o s p i t a l  i s  p r e s e n t l y  used a s  classrooms 
by t h e  School of Communications. The s i te  of t h e  proposed 
b u i l d i n g  i s  bounded an  a l l  s i d e s  by Old Freedman's Hosp i t a l  
Bui ldings .  

3. The Howard u n i v e r s i t y  School of  Communication i s  
r e q u e s t i n g  a  s p e c i a l  except ion  t o  erect animiterim f a c i l i t y  

capable  of  accommodating TV and f i l m  s t u d i o s  and c l a s s r o o n s  
ad j acen t  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  of t h e  school  i n  t h e  Old 
Freedman's ~ o s p i t a l  bu i ld ing .  This  f a c i l i t y  i s  neces sa ry  s o  
t h a t  educa t iona l  programs i n  communications may proceed. 
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4 .  The proposed s p e c i a l  exception w i l l  permit  the 
temporary l o c a t i o n  of a classroom, teaching  and broadcast ing 
f a c i l i t y  on t h i s  Howard u n i v e r s i t y  Campus. 

5. Howard Univers i ty  has r e c e n t l y  rece ived  a g r a n t  f o r  
and has been l i censed  t o  ope ra t e  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n  WHMM, 
Channel 32 .  

6.  The School of Communications i s  p r e s e n t l y  ope ra t ing  
from f i v e  temporary t r a i l e r s  and a quonset  h u t ,  c a l l e d  temporary 
classroom "C", n o r t h  of t h e  College of Fine Arts and from t h e  
Old Freedman's Hospi ta l  bui lding.  These f a c i l i t i e s  do no t  m e e t  
FCC s tandards  necessary t o  ope ra t e  a t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n .  

7. The proposed f a c i l i t y  w i l l  be three s t o r i e s  i n  he igh t  
of conc re t e  block cons t ruc t ion .  The bu i ld ing  s h a l l  inc lude  
video t a p e ,  news, f i l m  dubbing and d res s ing  rooms, t h r e e  s t u d i o s  
and c o n t r o l  rooms. The bu i ld ing  w i l l  be soundproof, 

8. The f a c i l i t y  w i l l  no t  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c u r r e n t  s tuden t  
popula t ion  and t h e  employees ope ra t ing  t h e  s t a t i o n  w i l l  be 
Univers i ty  personnel ,  

9. The i n c r e a s e  i n  o v e r a l l  bulk acoasioned-.  by t h e  
bu i ld ing  a d d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  campus a s  a whole w i l l  be wi th in  t h e  
approved f l o o r  a r e a  r a t i o  l e v e l .  The bulk of t h e  proposed 
bu i ld ing  i s  wi th in  a c o u r t  yard of t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  It 
has ve ry  l i t t l e  street frontage.  A smal l  p a r t  of t h e  proposed 
bu i ld ing  t h a t  p ro t rudes  w i l l  have a pre-cas t  conc re t e  f a c s  t o  
match t h e  s tone  work on t h e  Old Freedman's Hospi ta l  bu i ld ing ,  

10. The Howard Univers i ty  Master Campus Plan prev ious ly  
approved by t h e  Board, i nc ludes  t h e  eventua l  cons t ruc t ion  of 
a permanent School of Communications and School of Business 
loca ted  a t  6 t h  and Fairmont S t r e e t s  nex t  t o  t h e  Miner Teacher 
College s i te .  I t  i s  t h e  d e s i r e  of t h e  app l i can t  t h a t  t h e  sub jec t  
f a c i l i t y  be approved on an  i n t e r i m  b a s i s  u n t i l  s a i d  permanent 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  which are on t h e  drawing board and p a r t  of t h e  
Master Plan,  can be f inanced and erec ted .  The Master Campus 
p lan  shows t h e  proposed f a c i l i t y  i n  an a r e a  designated a s  
"Freedman's Square", a h igh  d e n s i t y  concen t ra t ed  bu i ld ing  
which would a l s o  se rve  a s  a campus pedes t r i an  node, open p lazas ,  
and campus ameni t ies  loca ted  between 6 t h  S t r e e t  and 4 th  S t r e e t s ,  
b i sec t ed  by Bryant Street. 

11. The Department of   ran sport at ion by memorandum dated 
Apr i l  16, 1979 s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  
cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  i n t e r i m  f a c i l i t y .  I t  noted t h a t  t h e r e  would 
be no changes i n  t h e  Master Plan requirements f o r  parking and 
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1 2 .  The Office of Planning and Development i n  i t s  r e p o r t  
dated Apr i l  5 ,  1979 recommended t h a t  t h e  app l i ca t ion  be approved 
on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  proposed bui lding i s  no t  l i k e l y  t o  
become objec t ionable  t o  neighboring property because of t r a f f i c ,  
number of s tuden t s  o r  o t h e r  objec t ionable  condi t ions ,  The Board 
s o  f inds .  

13. The Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1 B  made no 
recommendation on t h e  app l i ca t ion .  

1 4 .  There was no opposi t ion t o  t h e  app l i ca t ion ,  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION: 

Based on t h e  f ind ings  of f a c t ,  t h e  Board concludes 
t h a t  t h e  app l i ca t ion  f o r  a s p e c i a l  exception i s  i n  f u l l  com- 
p l i ance  wi th  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  under paragraph 4101,43 i n  t h a t  
it i s  a permit ted use and it i s  no t  l i k e l y  t o  become objec t ionable  
t o  neighboring property because of noise ,  t r a f f i c ,  number of 
s tuden t s  o r  o the r  objec t ionable  condi t ions .  The Board concludes 
t h a t  t h e  maximum bulk requirements a re 'wl th in  t h e  g ross  f l o o r  
a r e a  prescr ibed  f o r  t h e  SP D i s t r i c t .  The Board has approved 
a campus master plan which was submitted i n  accordance wi th  
Sub-paragraph 4101.431. The proposed f a c i l i t y  i s  a reasonable 
in te r im use of a p iece  of property wi th in  t h e  approved campus 
boundary. The Board f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  exception 
can be granted as i n  harmony with t h e  genera l  i n t e n t  and purpose 
of t h e  Zoning Regulations and w i l l  c r e a t e  no adverse a f f e c t  on t h e  
use of neighboring property.  Accordingly, it i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  
app l i ca t ion  be GRANTED. 

VOTE: 4-0 (Theodore F. Mariani, Charles R. Norr is ,  Chloe th ie l  
Woodard Smith and W i l l i a m  F McIntosh t o  g ran t ;  
Leonard L. McCants n o t  p resen t ,  no t  v o t i n g ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E.  SHER 
Executive Direc tor  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 1 2  JSfJ  1979 
THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A B U I L D I N G  AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
IS FILED W I T H  THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
W I T H I N  A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 
ORDER. 


